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j UGLINESS JS BANE-

i OF MOST NURSERIES

I Beautiful Surroundings is of Infinite Importance in
I Education of ChildrenDumping Grounds
i I of all the Household Trash

I

Bv ELIZABETH WHARTON MITCHELL
i

splto of tho emphatic pcrsiatcnco
IN with which tho cry Art is one

of the most powerful factors In
civilization it Is remarkablo how

eager everybody seems to avoid any
I

practical application of tho maxim
More particularly can tho truth of
this be perceived when entering the
average schoolroom and nursery Tho
sentimentalist and the sermonizer

I spend many words In proclaiming the
wonderful Influence of tho nursery In
producing fine men and women And

i yet there Is comparatively little at-
tempt

¬

to educate tho child Indirectly-
by means of his surroundings

Of course many Improvements In
this direction have been noticeable

h lately Most nurseries now are at least
more sanitary than they were and tho
Influence of the Froebel doctrines has

I
I

been felt to considerable advantage
But In far too many houses one can
still see evidences of tho tendency to

I
send to schoolroom and nursery what-
ever

¬

furniture is too old and too uglym to be used In any other part of tho
house Presumably wo are still far
from tho day when class rooms In tho
publlo schools will bo anything else
than hideous and uninspiring of aught
but disgust and weariness Tho fact
has not as yet filtered into tho minds

p of tho boards of education that tho
childs whole view of what ho Is set to
earn indeed of tho necessity of learn-

ing
¬

I anything at all IB tinged by tho
t ippearanca of tho surroundings In

which tho actual studying is done
But there Is no reason why this

should not be counteracted in tho
homo In fact as most people real ¬

ize tho home must be relied upon to
counteract a good deal of tho inliucnco
of tho school especially in tho matter
of manners grammar and pronuncia-
tion

¬

of the mothertongue-
It is a fact that tho aesthetic sen-

sibilities
¬

wake early in some children
f and tho importance of having harmo ¬

nious surroundings cannot be exagger-
ated

¬

Who does not remember the
1 associations between the appearance of

certain rooms and tho dally occupa-
tions

¬

connected with them And who
I

How In

HOW TO DECORATE A
if MODEL SEWING ROOM

Homemade Fittings Adapted to Utility
OrnamentThe Importance Light ¬

Subdued Coloring

modal Bowingroom In the city
t THE country house should bo well

i and ventilated and deco ¬
S rated In such manner that-
I while tho room Is well lighted thet
j

walls aro not glaring but restful to
tho eyos Subdued colors therefore
should employed and cream white
or oldivory colored woodwork is pre ¬

ferred to dark or blankwhite wood
The best model sowingroom I have

ever soon has woodwork plain and
freo from fancy molding and orna-
mental work Tho aide walls are In
ono flat color without design or orna-
ment

¬

to annoy the In coloring
It Is of a soft olive green in ono of the
now light shades

Tho frieze above tho picture molding
has a wreath and garland ornamentalthough any other good pattern in alight pink wallpaper can used

Thero ore three useful features inthis room Ono la the withwide and deep drawers for patterns
dress and fabrics that It Is bestnot to fold Commodious drawers in
a sewingroom are always heat to Iceblnga in they need ndt deep but

cT Q

has not felt a return of the weary feel-

ing
¬

so often engendered by tho mem-
ory

¬

of particular parts of the paternal
home

Tho daily intercourse with poor pic-

tures
¬

trashy ornaments and cheap
looking furniture is just as bad for tho
child as a course of dlmo novels And
yet parents who guard their young
most carefully from tho Influence of

Deadwood Dick and Nick Carter
think nothing of letting them deco¬

rate the walls of the nursery with
chromes from iustratod papers and

comic supplements They may bo
quite scrupulous in not lotting friends
and relatives spoil young stomachs with
a mass of indigestible food but they
do not protect young eyes and minds
from tho effects of a room cluttered-
up with illchosen and unadmlrablo

ornaments And tho worst of It Is
that tho money so spent would buy
good things and a few good things
are far better than a multitude of even
mediocre stuff This by tho way ap-
plies just as much to tho rest of tho
house as to the juvenile quarters A
good print can frequently bo obtained
for tho samo price as a flashy chromo
The freak things that fond and foolish
relatives sometimes buy for children
apparently under tho Idea that they
arc funny cost Just aa much as a plas-
ter

¬

reproduction of good statuary a
Tanagra statuette or an Italian bust
People who would not think of put-

ting
¬

a pink monkey riding on a purplo
cow anywhere In their diningroom or
parlor allow such monstrosities quits
complacently in the nursery And then
they wonder why their children are
bored when they are dragged to muse-
ums

¬

An entire article could be writ
ton on tho uselessness even tho harm-
of tho number of illchosen presents
young ones receive Just as harmful
is tho crowded cluttered condition of
the nursery in which they have to
pass their early days which in many
establishments Is considered the out
lot for tho overflow from tho rest of
tho house

All miscellaneous adornments should
ruthlessly ejected rho walls should

Showing a Hall a Small Aparment Can Be Made Beautiful
I

i

L With and
of Ventil

ation and

a

ba

¬

eyes

bo

chiffonier

goods

bo

¬

there should bo enough of them no
that each lot materials can havo ono
drawer

Another feature is tho long wall cab ¬

inet which extends from the chiffonier
to tho door cosing This Is made from
three pieces of shelving six Inches
wide braced In one or two paces
and hold up to tho wall with Iron
brackets Curtains of thin material
slide on rods so tho contents of tho
cabinet can bo partially hidden from
view

The Cutting Board
Tho last and ono of flue most useful

features is the largo cutting board six
feet long and thirtysix inches wide
hinged to tho wall and supported by
hlngod brackets at tho wall and side
of the chiffonier When not In use tho
brackets can bo folded In and the
board dropped so It will bo snug to
tho wall A largo cutting board Is al-
ways

¬
an essential feature In a sowing

room but often the room la too smalltq accommodate a table sufficiently
largo This drop board however will
nil a longfelt want and any carpcn

I

f

I
Hall in House of WellKnown Author

be of some light but restful color such-
as turquoslo blue or pale green They
should serve as a background for a
fow carefully chosen plaster casts
photographs and prints of good pic-
tures

¬

And these should represent sub-
Jects and objects connected with the
Immediate studies tho child Is pursu-
ing

¬

For natural history for Instance
there should be good Japanese prints
of animals for European history
prints or photographs of portarlts by
Velasquez or Van Dyck of celebrated
historical characters such as Charles
I or whatever tho principal actors bo
In tho period studied Tho prints and
casts should bo Inexpensive enough
and fow enough to allow of their be-
ing

¬

replaced by othors as the childs
studies progress In other words the
walls of the nursery and schoolroom
should form a pictorial commentary on
what tho child Is being taught-

It is easy lo see how this system can
bo developed and how it can be made
to assist the teachers and parents
But tho most Important thing to re ¬

member Is Dont crowd the walls-
It

It

will be found that good pictures will
Interest tho children more than the
trash thoy are usually brought up with
on the pretext generally that tho
trash is cunning Ot course the
children like the trash becauso they
dont get a proper chance to like any ¬

thing else But they wont need very
much encouragement to like what Is
really good
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For Interior Decoration
Beautiful New Colors

Now Available-

By CLAUDIA Q MURPHY

arc several now colors in
THERE this year that arc espe ¬

good for Interior decora-
tions

¬

one particularly a new
sage gray called lichen which la very

ler can make ono for small cost-
A dropledgo sewing table can bo

made In a similar manner though not
so large and when not in use it can
be let down against the wall

Pretty curtains and a box filled with
growing plants add a pleasing appear-
ance

¬

to the windows and on the var-
nished

¬

floor a rug of subdued colors
can bo placed although the majority
of women prefer a bare floor when tho
sowingroom Is in use

A very convenient little sewing
bench can be made from two boxes
one of which can be fitted with draw ¬

ors and in which spool threads and
silks may be kept as well as tho mis ¬

cellaneous lot of sowing things a
woman accumulates Tho lowor box
can be twentyfour inches long four ¬

teen Inches high and twelve or four ¬

teen Inches deep This will bo found
a convenient size

A shelf la arranged at tho middle
and under tho four corners wooden
balls to act as foot can be screwed
fast These balls can bo purchased at
any stationery or toy store and are
tho kind that have a long elastic at-
tached

¬

and may bo bought for a cent
Each ball should be held in a visa and
a hole bored in It with a bit through
which tho screw will pass easily with ¬

out splitting it-

Everything Homemade
Above this box and to ono side a

smaller ono can bo attached with
screws and a division made In It for
two drawers Tho drawers aro small
woodon boxes cut down to the proper
size Chocolate or candy boxes can
be had about the right slzo and fitted
to tho largo box or tho case may bo
cut to fit tho drawers Around the

0 ti i i Ta

With Long Vista Into Reception Room

well named because It Is very true to
the color of time lichen that forms on
old wood It Is excellent for side walls
now amber slmdo Is also very popular-
In western or southern rooms rho
It is warm in tone very effective and
Is decidedly good for bedrooms-

The dull old blues are very much
used In diningrooms and libraries
especially with mahogany furniture
There Is a new roda rich warm
deep red with plenty of carmine In It

called peony which Is excellent to
give a touch of color to the soft

Leader

sides and back of the box a low rail
will prevent spools and small things
that are being used from dropping oft
tho top of the box

Handles to the drawers and a cur-
tain for tho lower box arranged on
rings and a wire will complete this
convenient little sewing bench To
finish it nicely a coat of slain and one
or two of varnish two thin coats
of paint of some desirable shade will
add to Ha attractiveness and give tho
woodwork a appearance

This bench Is quito commodious
enough hold tho necessary sowing
things and the lower shelves will ac-
commodate

¬

nicely folded goods that
you may be working upon as well as
somo pasteboard boxes containing a
miscellaneous assortment of things

HELEN MAR ADAMS

FLOWER-
STANDS

Useful and Decorative for
Indoor GardenFerneries-

and AquariumsS-

tands made of willow or rattan are
very ornamental and much used
abroad Many people prefer thorn
thoy can be made to harmonize with
tho furniture is best to till thorn
with plants In pots although it in pos-
sible

¬

USe just the zinc pan with

<
v

< << > 5
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lichencolored walls This is most ci-

fcctlve when used stencil work It Is
to bo avoided for tho entire wall

Another popular color for border ¬

ing Is a vivid orange called carrot
and quite a departure for walls a
dark northern or eastern room Is cro-

cus
¬

the new warm rich buffon tho
tones of corn colorbut warmer and
more suggestive of its namesake For
stencil work over this crocus wall tho
warm myrtle or tho richer grove
greens are used a great deal with just-
an occasional touch of peony to add
Interest the design

The uso of deep reds In lining
rooms Is no longer in voguo Quieter-
and more subdued colors and refined
decoration prevail this spring

The Placing of the Stencil-
In good interior decorating a great

deap depends tho placing of a sten-
cil To give tho best effect If tho cell
InS be low omit horizontal lines as
much as possible and avoid plate rails
dados or wainscoting Use narrow
fourInch headings or bands and out
line your woodwork by following along
baseboard up around doors and win ¬

dows and back to baseboard again
Have perpendicular lines for they sug-
gest

¬

height-
To vary this treatment for nothing-

Is more tiresome than a single method
carried through a house uso the sin ¬

gle stencil motifs with heavy tops
and run tho perpendicular lines to tho
basoboard Do not get ovor two or
four motifs to n side wall and those
will make a most artistic decoration
for a room Conventionalized chrysan-
themums

¬

aro delightful when used thin
way with their heavy oriental colors
against tho soft color of tho side wall

These oriental schemes are delight-
ful

¬

In libraries and dens and some ¬

times whon the lighting Is good In
living rooms and lining rooms It all
depends Indiridual tasto well aa
on the kind of furniture used

When colllncs have excessive height
and this apparent height Is to bo re-
duced

¬

work the stencils from tho plato
or photo rail and uso heavier pat ¬

terns Avoid white for tho ceiling for
that emphasizes height Uso a warm
heavy tone some color either the
samo shade of side wall or a contrast ¬

ing colordrop this to tho photo rail
nail work the stencil out In deep rich
colors such as deep woodsy greens
and dull rnrlr

There Is alo a third method of re-
ducing

¬

apparent height This Is se

Room in the Home of of Boston

or

better

to

as

It
to

in

In

to

on

on as

of

which they aro all provided
Ferneries are used for growing

plants which rCQulro moist atmos-
phere

¬

which is impossible in an or-
dinary

¬

room They are made In vari ¬

ous styles and of various materials
They consist of two parts an tuner
one porous in which tho ferns are
planted and an outer one usually
decorated Some are of iron with a
zinc Interior of wnich tho lid or top
can be lilted up to adult fresh air
Their great advantage Is that they
only need watering every month or
so as the moisture which settles on
tho inside of the caso returns lo tho
soil again Somo aro made of clay-
or terra cotta with a glass bellshaped
shade

Light soil mostly leaf mold should
bo usud lo fill foruorles After plant-
ing

¬

give tho soil a good watering and
set tho caso whore it will receive
plenty of light but no sun Remove
decayed leaves as occasion demands

Plums suitable for the aquarium aro
tho anacharls Canadenas eelgrass
conferva especially good in winter-
time asIt the only plant that nour ¬
ishes theta rnyrlophylium All these
arc P It valuable Q tot aerating
tho water Tti movo all tho decayed
stems arid leaves before putting them
In arrange thorn In bunches of ten ol1
fifteen make a hole in the sand insert
the butt ends of the plants and ho
careful to make thorn secure at the
bottom by pressing snail stones about
thorn Roots aro not necessary as the
cuttings will soon send them out
When tho plants are In fill up the finkto within an inch and a halt from tho
top Walt two or three days utfoto
putting tho fish in so that tho plantd
may begin growing

AP r c

yi-

I

I I s v siT Sll 1t s ssec it ti 40

Living Room in n Remodeled Barn

cured by using a much lighter tone
of the side wall colors as a drop of
eighteen twentyfour Inches from
tho celling and then outlining It on
the Inside with a narrow stencil an a
horizontal panel then with a lighter
toned collins tho barnliko effect of
height Is almost effaced Remember
as a general principle white ceilings
add height to your room and colored
reduce it

The Hall

Qullo a new departure is the use of
heavy patterned stencils on tho lower
third of the side wall especially in
halls where fnrnlturo islimited to a
fow chairs and a hall tree The effect-
Is excellent and Is a decided relief
from the usual treatment These pat ¬

terns must not all terminate in a
straight line giving a dado effect
this Is the very thing to be avoided
they must end in uniform but varying
heights tail and short designs alter-
nating

¬

Geometrical designs prevail and tho
colors used should bo warm and rich
Tho patternia carried up to say four-
or five feet If tho coiling height will

w q

Reception a Society

a VAR1E DUTHES OF
SOCALSECETARES

Must Intricacies Code
Experience

Chaperones

Tho social secretary thrives in Wash
Ington D C and in large wealthy
titles Tho of tho President of
tho United States has a personal and
social secretary to read and answer
letters and invitations to supervise

and to represent her In many
Tho ladles of diplomatic circles

wives of Senators and Congressmen
and many other women of wealth and
position greatly upon their so ¬

cial secretaries and to take
tho burdens of lotterwrlting making
appointments Interviewing tradespeo
plennd similar duties off their hands

Thesocial secretary of course
bo a young woman of good social
standing preferably with college edu-
cation

¬

with some musical talent and
with poise and charm of manner She
will hnve to accompany her on
pleasure jaunts tofill Inat cards or
Limber Jf doruaiyls 16 ho pro
J5cntobo all times Newcomers

or In any other cltyiprer
for wommm of olel established faiollloa
vho cnn Instruct them ns to the lotar

social code andcan steerthorn
tho rocks of ridIcule and blunder So

<
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bear It and the upper portion of the
wall should be plain and of warm
color These patterns are excellent
becauso they adjust themselves to
stairs and risers better than any other
form of hall treatment The dark
stencil colors servo to cover tho effect
of soil coming from contact of occa¬

sional hands or clothing touching tho
wall surface

Warm rich sunny tan makes an
excellent hall color for the wall
and cream for tho ceiling then work
the stencil pattern out with dull bluo
and a touch of dull red or orange red
and you have a peculiarly good com
p051 Lion 1

If you have architectural pictures 1

Hang them in tho hall with hero and J

there a good French print In color 1

Lot the lighting bo good but prefer-
ably

¬ 17

from the side rather than from
the ceiling if it can be arranged

The Treatment of a Dining Room

Tho voguo of mahogany for dining
room furniture has naturally devel-
oped

¬

tho uso of vhlto enameled or
painted woodwork as a background <

which usually includes wainscoting
around the room as well as the trim
over doors and windows The wall
surface is treated simply in either a
dull green or a soft old blue and the
coiling Is white Hang tho pictures
blind if possible but if they are too
large to permit of this hang from two
wires to carry out tho straight line
effect of the Finish off your 4
wainscoting with a ledge at the top to
servo ns a plate rail For your rug s
uso a doll bluo In two or three tones
if your wall color corresponds or p
dull green If the wall is of that huo
For the curtains uso tho charming cre-
tonnes

¬ r
in floral pattern

The SleepingRoom r
When it comes to tho treatment of k

the bedroom restful quiet simplicity-
must prevail Have soft colors on
walls aud ceiling tho rug light in color
and the curtains dainty and sheer I

Painted enameled or brass beds fit in
with almost any scheme

Stencils on Curtains and Draperies-

The

i

Iuse of stencils can bo extended
lo tho curtains tablo runners drap-
eries

¬

couch pillows and hassocks with
delightful effect With tho primary
colors of blue red and yellow and tho
addition of white a perfect of t
shades can easily bo produced Add
plenty of benzine to tho oil color
which should bo used so that It will r
dry quickly and then thero will be
little danger of the color running Cau-
tion

¬ t
must bo taken however not to I

overfill tho brush which should bo of
good stilt bristles Dip It lightly Into
the paint try tho color and stencil on
some old fabric first and then by the
uso of thumb tacks fasten your sten-
cil

¬ r
to the fabric and go over tho pat

torn carefully and slowly

r

Know of the and Rules of Pre¬

cedence Women of Culture and rin Demand as I

wife

lists
ways

depend
companions

must

patron

occasion
in-

Washington

arOund

I

side

ry

panels

host

clal usage you know la n matter of
locality but it Is well to know these
local rules In the smaller cities one
young woman sometimes acts as social
secretary to several wealthy or busi-
ness women

All established girls schools hart
chaperones for thp young ladles TUt
chaperone generally has charge of I

residence or of a certain dormitory
and her charges sit at her table Sh
Is supposed to mother them to
watch their table and other manners fr
to escort them to tho city on shopping
or pleasure Jaunts and go on trips
with them These chaperones aro re I

crultcd from tho ranks of gentlewom ¬

on of tho same social standing as their >

Wards There is nq age limit to this
position I know ono chaperone for a-

very exclusive school who Is a grand-
mother

¬

She tried to resign recently
giving her age as the reason Instead-
we will add to your salary tor your
added years and experience was tbo
reply fSho Informed me confidently
thatshehadyearned that nil schools
J1 a commission for puplls secured
nndsuo Intends next year to travel
over her homo State securing pupils

L

I


